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God has
chosen us,
you and me,
to be the

reflection of
his glory
and his
power right
here, right
now, today.

Jess sad:
"My gradous favour is allyou ned.
My power works hest
in your weaknss.”
2 Cainthians129

STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS

In ten yeas of doing ministry | have only
twice had to cancd a ministry assgnment. Both
times itwasbecase d afamily dedh or
impending de&gh. God hasbeen very graciousin
providing me with strergth ard health wer
manyyears 6 senice.

This Jaruary | begantwo weeks of ministry
in British Columbia and Manitoba For wo
sdid weeks | fought afrustrating battle with
laryngitis. | coud hadly speak—1 coddn’t sing
at all (a leastwith anyserse d thecorrect
melody). But | wason theroad so | deadedto
try anddothebest Icoud.

Graciaus men aadwomen @ne alorgside
to hdp with thevocal sde d the music.Kind
peoge listenel tothe craking andcroking
sourd without conplaint. And by thepower of
Gods Sgrit, peoplemet himin eachplace.

At aworship evening and book launch in
Abbotsford,BC, my friends Andrewand
RebkeccaStanleystod inthe gap fa me leadng
the worship time ard organizing dl thelittle
things thatneedto hgppento make anewening
of worship come together.

In ShoallLake, MB, my friends Alfred ard
Maria Reschle fedme teawith lemonand
hone/ andplerty of waterto keepmy throa
from drying ou.

Richard,a worshipleaderin thechurch,
took up the responsibilitiesfor leadng worship

Alfred & Maria Reschke — pastoral couple at
Shoal Lake Baptist Church — Shoal Lake, MB

on Sunday marning 0 that | could save my
voice fa themessag.

Laterthat week a Canmp Arnes,MB, | was
with more than 0 pastorsandspotses fron
Carada,USA, Belize, Mexico andBolivia. |
wasflown thereto leadthisgroupin worship.
No matter hav muchtea,organic suff and
not—soorganic guff | ingestedmy voice
continued to grow worse By this time | could
barelyspak

But again, God brought arothermiracle.
Peope cane alorgside toprayfor me. Arlene
Friesenofferedto helpwith the vocalsand
Mike Gieslrecht and Harley Porter offered to
helpwith an alditiond guitar. And God began
to move thraughoutthe sesions- towching
hearts renaving those who wereexhausted,
strengheningthos who hadfailed, buoying up
the dscouragd and uniting thebodyunder tre
banrer of JesusChristin three langiages.

| waswedk —yet God spoke ard workedin
eachsession



Growing up asa Menronitel was taght toshunpride
—in my abilities, in my looks, in my accomplishments. To
be umble meant todery anystrengh, to awid any
recognition, to belittle ary gift or talent.

Over theyears ®@d hashadto teat me thatthe dfts,
talents and ahlities he gave me are good. They are
valuable.Humility thatpustes thegoodgifts God gives
into the bakgroundandkeepsyou from deelopingthem
is na hunility at dl. God gives dgfts to be cevelopedand
as stewards @ those dfts heaslks usto developthem Each
gift isgivento build up and encourage, to lead and to
save hisbody. We are givengifts to help build his
kingdom. | am leaming to step away from false humility
ard thark God that he is with me, that each gift is simply
that —agift. | did not desere it, but kecausemy fatherhas
givenit to me, | will protect it, develop and, mog of all,
useit.

| amlearnirg thathumility is rot found in denying
Gods provision but in celebrating it — honouring theone
whois the Giver! Prasing theonewhaose stregth ismade
evidentin my weakness.God'’s Spirit leads,guidesand
instructs. His wisdom is far above meaue and his
strength way beyond my abilities And the more | leam
about the great God | serve, the more | am able to
understand that these gifts are not mine; they are lent to
me fora time. TheyareGods gifts working in and
through me for his great puposedqPhilippians 213).

In Ephesias 1:710 Paulsays thatGods grace las
been lavished upon us with wisdom and understanding,
making known tous tre nysteries 6 his will which he
will bring to fulfilm ent tnderChrist. God haschose us,
youandme, to bethereflectionof his gory andhis power
right here, right now, today. What an honour! What a
respongbility!

We all reedto have remindersfrom time totime that
it is God working in us,not s onour own.

What better reminder of God's greatnessto
acconplish his wondes thanthrough our wealkness?
Whenl standbefae pepleto leadthemto the throneof
God whetherthroudh worship,prayer, the reaing of
scriptureor preaching | standasonethrough whom God
mug flow in order to

Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conferen

o

ce pastors and
spouses participating in a prophetic encouragement
exercise, Camp Arnes, MB

Jesugtold Paul,“My graciousfavouris all you
need My power works bestin your wegkness' (2
Corinthians12:9). And Paultook thatto heart by
responding, “So now | am glad to boast about my
we&knesses so that the power of Christ may work
throudh me. Sincel know it is all for Christ'sgood, |
amquite cortent with my weaknessesndwith insults,
hardslips, persections,andcalanities. For whenl am
weak then lamstrorg” (2 Corinthians12:910). Paul
undestoodthat what we have meansnothing if it's not
for the glory of God So our weakness is nat really a
wealnessbecase itonly furthe proves Gd’s power
ard ahility to usewha we see aswegnessto
acconplisha geater prposeby hisstrengh.

In themidst d my failing voice and failing hedth —
Godgawe ne thestrengh todowhat | codd ard he
acconplishedtherest.Whenl finished my ministry at
Canp Arnesmary of the pastors and spouses came to
me to say “tharks... you did good!” What a pleasure to
hear that and know that it wasGod who had done it —
becawse Ihadsolittle strengh.

In 1 Corinthiars 1:24b-25 Paulsays, “Christ is tre
mighty power of God andthe wondeful wisdomof
God This ‘foolish’ planof Godis farwiser

acconplish his desires. A
And when my body is
wealenedby sickness
or grief, or my spirit is
wealenedbecase d
sin a alack of passion
for Jesus| know | neal
his pwer expressed
throudh my weaknessl|
know | ned his
forgiveness.| know |
needhis passion.

More groups participating in the prophetic
encouragement exercise
(see Worship Walk ch.18)

thanthe wised of human plans and God's
wealnesss farstronger thanthegreatest 6
human d¢rengh.” Praisethe Lordthat e sp@ares
us fran thinking thatit is all abou usandour
gifts. Yes,our gifts andabilitiesare inportant
— God gave themto us. But how much better to
se2 themin the hands and control of a
powerful maestroorchestréing themto the
berefit of others for his greater purposes!

May God blessyou andgive you his power
to usethe gifts he has givenyou for his glory
ard honour.




WORSHIP WALK:
What Reader s Are Saying

| warted to serd you a quick tharks. Leahard | redly
appredated having dinner with you, and as aworshp
teamwe really appreciated you taking the time to share
with us. Thanlks alsofor the ook | hawe been
thoroughly enjoying it. So much sothat| have trouble
putting it down, but | know it's the kind of bodk that |
should take alittle slower sol don't miss stff. Thanks
again,andmay God continte toblessyou andyour
ministry.

Jasom Renpd (Worship Leae)

Vanouver, BC

ARKTESRC

| was ale toreadyour bookonthefirst comecting
flight hame forthe holiday. WOW! It was anmazng. |
hawe totell youit was nd aneasyreadyet it was an
amazng read | amuneducaed somaybe trat had
samething to do with it not being an easy read yet maybeit
was just so wonderfully convicting that | was struck with my
own enpty worshp. It wassuch anincredble blessng to
me. | Iitera_IIy hadto sit therewith my Bible in qnehan_dand you, Thank you, Thark you! Blessigs to you!
your bookin the dher o theplare. You hadthisamazng Kelly Parkratz (ministry partnen
way of drawing me nto the saipture passages Each passage Fresnq CA
| would readreferencedintrigue and curiositytook over
until | looked p exactly what trey hadto say Thebook
drewme tothe Word Wow! | hawe nd hadabookdo that
for me forsomne time ard | readalot of books.

Thank you so much for not only sersing the cdl to write
the ok but alsofor following throwgh. God usel thisbook

Gareth with Youth Mission International’é TREK
Discipleship School, Abbotsford, BC

in my life and | am confident that he will useit to
bless,enmurage, convict andspu on manyothes as
well. | will whole heartily endbrse yurbook Thank

I managd toreadmost d your bookwhile holding
the laby. | really enjoyed it. Great pespectie.
DaleNikkel (musician)
Winnipeg, MB

UPDATE on Chapter 18 Order Worship Walk online
or ask for a FREE copy!

Chapter 18

includesa gory Woarship Wak: Where Worship and Life Intersed, releasd on

abou Ben and November 28" is available online a: www.makeuwsholy.org. Copies are
Shdly Mears $20plus$5for shipping andhardling. For orderinglarger guantities
who were please contact the office or worshipwalk@makeusholy.org.
struggling to

hawe achild. Many of our supprters lave gven generos gfts andpuchasectopes
After God's of the book. Thark youl We woud also like to make the book available
prompting me to thase who cannda afford thepurchase pice. If youwishtoreceiwe a
to pray for freecopy, pleae use the form endosed ard chedk the box. Thenreturn
themandto the ewelopeto theKitcheneroffice in theenclosd ernvelope.
encourage . . .

themwith his makeusholy is aprivatelyfundedcharityanddependen onthe

dondionsof those who supprt its ministry. Worship Walk is anintegal
part d the overall vision: toinvite renaval throudh worship,prayer ard
discipleslip. Therefore we prayerfully offer the ok to all pele.

desire to heal her womb and give them a
child Shellybeame prgnantwhile ona
mission’strip. The bok was pblished

before the resuts ?f that pregnancy were If you caninclude a donation for the ministry with your reques it will
know. On Nov 21%, 2004 Hamzh Sally hep usimmersely. If nat, wewould ill like 1 bless you with the book.
wasborn asapart of the fruit of God's Please clealy mark the coupon on the erclosed letter.

promise.Praisethe Lord!


http://www.makeusholy.org
mailto:worshipwalk@makeusholy.org

GARETH’'S ITINERARY

Mar 3-31

April ?7?

Apr or May??

April 17

April 24

April 30

May 1

May 6-7

May 1415

June??

On-site-pastor for Caradan Mennonite
Universitys QOuttatown Schod of
Discipleshipprogamin Guaemnala, Certral
America.

Worship teamtraining for Trinity
Evangelical Missiorary Church Waterlm®,
ON (tentatiwe)

Worshipevent aml book releasén Halifax
area(tentative).

Preach ard leadworshp at Crosshill
Mennonte Churchwith afterroonsemnar
sesion, Crasshll, ON

Leadworshipwith WestdaleRefamed
Church youth woship tean, Hamilton, ON
(tentatie)

Worship Team training ssmnar — Trinity
Evangelical Missiorary Church Waterlm®,
ON

Preach Sunday moming a Milton Bible
Church, Milton, ON (tentatiwe)

Speak and worship seminar a Milton Bible
Church, Milton, ON (tentatiwe)

Worshipsemnar ard Sundgy
morningafternoonworshipevaluationand
training, Zurich, ON

WorshipTeamSaninar, Worshipevening
andPreacing on Sunday, Evangelical
Missibnay Church Listowel, ON

PRAISE and PRAYER

- Praise the Lord! Gareth’sbook is completed It's
edted It'sin print! Praise the Lord for his
faithfulnessto this point.

- Prase thelord tha all costs assoatedwith the
booKs publicationhawe ben ®vered!

- Continue toprayfor a braderdistributionof the
bookwith manyopporturities toexpam the
borders of exposure for makeusholy.

- Pray for Gareth’s health and the complete
restoratiorof his wice.

- Pray for Gareths ministry in Guaemala duing the
month of March. Pray for mary good ministry
conrectionswith the stulentsandstaff ofthe
Quttatown program.

- Pray for further diredion and inspration for future
ministry and expansion a muh.

- Pray for the gans fa thediscipleshp programfor
youngpele wishingto prepareor pastoral
worghip leadership

- Pray alsothat God would hdp to openup heats of
more peopleto join together incortributing to the
needs of muh sothat eypansio can tale plae.
Cortinueto pray for overflowing sugply to meet
God’s timing regarding additional staffing.

- Prase theLord forthe way hehaskept his pramises
in impacting livesthrough the ministry of muh
beyondpersoml gfts andabilities.

- Pray for themuh board d Trustees a theyseek
the involvemert of others ard look to electing a
newbaard dairpersao

- Pray that as we offer Worship Walk for free toour
dona basethis monthmanywill be blessedandthe
work of muh will be able toexpandinto greater
territories.

makeusholy
40 stirling avenue north

kitchener, on n2h 3g5

(519) 579-4321 (office)

(519) 579-5652 (fax)

(866) 228-5471 (toll free)

NOTE: NEW email: gjg@makeusholy.org
website: www. makeusholy.org
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