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 Jesus said: 
"My gracious favour is all you need. 

My power works best 
in your weakness.”
2 Corinthians 12:9

STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS

In ten years of doing ministry I have only
twice had to cancel a ministry assignment. Both
times it was because of a family  death or
impending death. God has been very gracious in
providing me with strength and health over
many years of service. 

This January I began two weeks of ministry
in British Columbia and Manitoba. For two
solid weeks I fought a frustrating battle with
laryngitis. I could hardly speak – I couldn’t sing
at all (at least with any sense of the correct
melody). But I was on the road, so I decided to
try and do the best I could. 

Gracious men and women came alongside
to help with the vocal side of the music. Kind
people listened to the cracking and croaking
sound without complaint. And by the power of
God’s Spirit, people met him in each place. 

At a worship evening and book launch in
Abbotsford, BC, my friends Andrew and
Rebecca Stanley stood in the gap for me leading
the worship time and organizing all  the li ttle
things that need to happen to make an evening
of worship come together.
    In Shoal Lake, MB, my friends Alfred and
Maria Reschke fed me tea with lemon and
honey and plenty of water to keep my throat
from drying out. 

Richard, a worship leader in the church,
took up the responsibili ties for leading worship

on Sunday morning so that I could save my
voice for the message.

Later that week, at Camp Arnes, MB, I was
with more than 70 pastors and spouses from
Canada, USA, Belize, Mexico and Bolivia. I
was flown there to lead this group in worship.
No matter how much tea, organic stuff and
not–so organic stuff I ingested, my voice
continued to grow worse. By this time I could
barely speak. 

But again, God brought another miracle.
People came alongside to pray for me. Arlene
Friesen offered to help with the vocals and
Mike Giesbrecht and Harley Porter offered to
help with an additional guitar. And God began
to move throughout the sessions – touching
hearts, renewing those who were exhausted,
strengthening those who had failed, buoying up
the discouraged and uniting the body under the
banner of Jesus Christ in three languages.

I was weak – yet God spoke and worked in
each session.  



Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference pastors and
spouses participating in a prophetic encouragement

exercise, Camp Arnes, MB

More groups participating in the prophetic
encouragement exercise

(see Worship Walk ch.18)

Growing up as a Mennonite I was taught to shun pride
– in my abilities, in my looks, in my accomplishments. To
be humble meant to deny any strength, to avoid any
recognition, to belittle any gif t or talent.

Over the years God has had to teach me that the gifts,
talents and abil ities he gave me are good. They are
valuable. Humility  that pushes the good gifts God gives
into the background and keeps you from developing them
is not humility  at all. God gives gifts to be developed and
as stewards of those gifts he asks us to develop them. Each
gif t is given to build up and encourage, to lead and to
serve his body. We are given gif ts to help build his
kingdom. I am learning to step away from false humil ity
and thank God that he is with me, that each gif t is simply
that – a gift. I  did not deserve it, but because my father has
given it to me, I wil l protect it, develop and, most of all,
use it. 

I am learning that humility  is not found in denying
God’s provision but in celebrating it – honouring the one
who is the Giver! Praising the one whose strength is made
evident in my weakness. God’s Spirit leads, guides and
instructs. His wisdom is far above measure and his
strength way beyond my abili ties. And the more I learn
about the great God I serve, the more I am able to
understand that these gif ts are not mine; they are lent to
me for a time. They are God’s gifts working in and
through me for his great purposes (Philippians 2:13). 

In Ephesians 1:7-10 Paul says that God’s grace has
been lavished upon us with wisdom and understanding,
making known to us the mysteries of his will which he
will bring to fulfilm ent under Christ. God has chosen us,
you and me, to be the reflection of his glory and his power
right here, right now, today. What an honour! What a
responsibility!

We all need to have reminders from time to time that
it is God working in us, not us on our own. 

What better reminder of God’s greatness to
accomplish his wonders than through our weakness?
When I stand before people to lead them to the throne of
God, whether through worship, prayer, the reading of
scripture or preaching, I stand as one through whom God
must flow in order to
accomplish his desires.
And when my body is
weakened by sickness
or grief, or my spirit is
weakened because of
sin or a lack of passion
for Jesus, I know I need
his power expressed
through my weakness. I
know I need his
forgiveness. I know I
need his passion.

Jesus told Paul, “My  gracious favour is all you
need. My power works best in your weakness” (2
Corinthians 12:9). And Paul took that to heart by
responding, “So now I am glad to boast about my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may work
through me. Since I know it is all for Christ’s good, I
am quite content with my weaknesses and with insults,
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am
weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9b-10). Paul
understood that what we have means nothing if it’s not
for the glory of God. So our weakness is not really a
weakness because it only further proves God’s power
and abil ity to use what we see as weakness to
accomplish a greater purpose by his strength.

In the midst of my failing voice and failing health –
God gave me the strength to do what I could and he
accomplished the rest. When I finished my ministry at
Camp Arnes many of the pastors and spouses came to
me to say “thanks… you did good!” What a pleasure to
hear that and know that it was God who had done it –
because I had so little strength.

In 1 Corinthians 1:24b-25 Paul says, “Christ is the
mighty power of God and the wonderful wisdom of

God.  This ‘foolish’ plan of God is far wiser
than the wisest of human plans, and God’s
weakness is far stronger than the greatest of
human strength.” Praise the Lord that he spares
us from thinking that it is all about us and our
gifts. Yes, our gifts and abilities are important
– God gave them to us. But how much better to
see them in the hands and control of a
powerful maestro orchestrating them to the
benefit of others for his greater purposes! 

May God bless you and give you his power
to use the gif ts he has given you for his glory
and honour.



Gareth with Youth Mission International’s TREK 
Discipleship School, Abbotsford, BC

WORSHIP WALK: 
What Reader s Are Saying

I wanted to send you a quick thanks.  Leah and I really
appreciated having dinner with you, and as a worship
team we really appreciated you taking the time to share
with us.  Thanks also for the book.  I have been
thoroughly enjoying it.  So much so that I have trouble
putting it down, but I know it's the kind of book that I
should take a li ttle slower so I don't miss stuff. Thanks
again, and may God continue to bless you and your
ministry.

Jason Rempel (Worship Leader)
Vancouver, BC

I was able to read your book on the first connecting
flight home for the holiday. WOW! It was amazing. I
have to tell you it was not an easy read yet it was an
amazing read. I am uneducated so maybe that had
something to do with it not being an easy read yet maybe it
was just so wonderfully convicting that I was struck with my
own empty worship. It was such an incredible blessing to
me. I literally had to sit there with my Bible in one hand and
your book in the other on the plane. You had this amazing
way of drawing me into the scripture passages. Each passage
I would read referenced, intrigue and curiosity took over
until I looked up exactly what they had to say. The book
drew me to the Word. Wow! I have not had a book do that
for me for some time and I read a lot of books. 

Thank you so much for not only sensing the call  to write
the book but also for following through. God used this book

 in my life and I am confident that he wil l use it to
bless, encourage, convict and spur on many others as
well. I will whole heartily endorse your book. Thank
you, Thank you, Thank you! Blessings to you! 

Kelly Pankratz (ministry partner)
Fresno, CA

I managed to read most of your book while holding
the baby.  I really enjoyed it.  Great perspective.

Dale Nikkel (musician)
Winnipeg, MB

UPDATE on Chapter 18

Chapter 18
includes a story
about Ben and
Shelly Mears
who were
struggling to
have a child.
After God’s
prompting me
to pray for
them and to
encourage
them with his
desire to heal her womb and give them a
child Shelly became pregnant while on a
mission’s trip. The book was published
before the results of that pregnancy were
know. On Nov 21 , 2004 Hannah Sallyst

was born as a part of the fruit of God’s
promise. Praise the Lord!

Order Worship Walk  onli ne
or ask for a FREE copy!

Worship Walk: Where Worship and Life Intersect, released on
November 28  is available online at: th www.makeusholy.org. Copies are
$20 plus $5 for shipping and handling. For ordering larger quantities
please contact the office or worshipwalk@makeusholy.org.

Many of our supporters have given generous gifts and purchased copies
of the book. Thank you! We would also like to make the book available
to those who cannot afford the purchase price. If you wish to receive a
free copy, please use the form enclosed and check the box. Then return
the envelope to the Kitchener office in the enclosed envelope. 

makeusholy is a privately funded charity and dependent on the
donations of those who support its ministry. Worship Walk is an integral
part of the overall vision: to invite renewal through worship, prayer and
discipleship. Therefore, we prayerfully offer the book to all people.

If you can include a donation for the ministry with your request it wil l
help us immensely. If not, we would still like to bless you with the book.
Please clearly mark the coupon on the enclosed letter.

http://www.makeusholy.org
mailto:worshipwalk@makeusholy.org
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GARETH’S  ITINERARY

Mar 3-31 On-site-pastor for Canadian Mennonite
University’s Outtatown School of
Discipleship program in Guatemala, Central
America.

April  ?? Worship team training for Trinity
Evangelical Missionary Church, Waterloo,
ON (tentative)

Apr or May?? Worship event and book release in Halifax
area (tentative).

April  17 Preach and lead worship at Crosshill
Mennonite Church with afternoon seminar
session, Crosshil l, ON

April 24 Lead worship with Westdale Reformed
Church youth worship team, Hamil ton, ON
(tentative)

April  30 Worship Team training seminar – Trinity
Evangelical Missionary Church, Waterloo,
ON

May 1 Preach Sunday morning at Mil ton Bible
Church, Milton, ON (tentative)

May 6-7 Speak and worship seminar at Mil ton Bible
Church, Milton, ON (tentative)

May 14-15 Worship seminar and Sunday
morning/afternoon worship evaluation and
training, Zurich, ON

June ?? Worship Team Seminar, Worship evening
and Preaching on Sunday, Evangelical
Missionary Church, Listowel, ON

PRAISE and PRAYER

- Praise the Lord! Gareth’s book is completed! It’s
edited! It’s in print! Praise the Lord for his
faithfulness to this point.

- Praise the Lord that all costs associated with the
book’s publication have been covered!

- Continue to pray for a broader distribution of the
book with many opportunities to expand the
borders of exposure for makeusholy.

- Pray for Gareth’s health and the complete
restoration of his voice.

- Pray for Gareth’s ministry in Guatemala during the
month of March. Pray for many good ministry
connections with the students and staff of the
Outtatown program.

- Pray for further direction and inspiration for future
ministry and expansion at muh.

- Pray for the plans for the discipleship program for
young people wishing to prepare for pastoral
worship leadership.

- Pray also that God would help to open up hearts of
more people to join together in contributing to the
needs of muh so that expansion can take place.
Continue to pray for overflowing supply to meet
God’s timing regarding additional staffing.

- Praise the Lord for the way he has kept his promises
in impacting lives through the ministry of muh
beyond personal gifts and abilities.

- Pray for the muh board of Trustees as they seek
the involvement of others and look to electing a
new board chairperson

- Pray that as we offer Worship Walk for free to our
donor base this month many will be blessed and the
work of muh will be able to expand into greater
territories.

mailto:gareth@makeusholy.org
http://www.makeusholy.org
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