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To become a
change
agent in our

communities
takes a
willingness
to “be
Christ” in the
community

“... the church is his body;
it is filled by Christ, who fills
everything everywhere

with his presence.”
Ephesians 1:23

The Church
as Change Agent

Our small church plant in
Kitchener called The Dwelling Place
(TDP) is tentatively seeded in the
middle of an area called Victoria Hills.
It’s a unique area in KW — it’s one of
the poorer neighbourhoods in a very rich
city; over 80 languages can be heard any
given day; there are very few churches (as
opposed to the rest of the city — there are 3
churches within 3 blocks of my house).

While the current wisdom tells us
that homogeneous churches are the most
successful (that makes sense — after all we
like to be with people who look just like us);
we felt that God wanted us to plant a church
that would seek to incorporate the multitude
of cultures, economic backgrounds and
languages. Our purpose is not to run
programs or Sunday morning worship -- but
to be an instrument for change in that
community and beyond. When we make
decisions, one of the most frequently asked
question is: what is already happening in the
community and how will this work with it.

In order to answer that question, we
ask one that is a little more measurable: If
we disappeared from the community
tomorrow, would anyone notice?

Gareth with student worship leaders - Dan, Alicia,
John Matthew Kimberly - Emmanuel Bible College,

] e
Kitchener, ON

When my parents grew up and to
some extent while I was growing up, the
church was seen as a necessary part of
every community — large or small. The
church provided the social services for the
community. Counselling, marriage
preparation and intervention, feeding the
hungry, providing clothing for the cold,
supplying palliative care for the weak and
dying, organizing relief efforts for those
who had suffered the loss of property
through fire or storm — all these and more
were largely the function of the church.

In every community the church was
a pivotal, important asset to the life of the
community. And when a church died, the
community mourned its loss, floundered
without its strength and support.

Yet something happened in the
early 1960s where churches began to
relinquish influence in the community to
governmental agencies — local, provincial
(state) and federal.



And there was good reason to do that. Inflation
was rising. Taxes were increasing. And churches were
finding it more difficult to stem the tide of public
cynicism towards belief in a spiritual being.

So we cloistered ourselves behind our walls and
took good care of ourselves. In many ways we lost the
opportunity to be a change agent in our communities
and, exponentially, in our cities, our countries and the
world.

To become a change agent in our communities
takes a willingness to “be Christ” in the community as
opposed to celebrating our relationship only within the
walls of a worship service. It takes eyes to see the needs
around us and give out a cup of cold water to the thirsty,
a bowl of hot chilli to the cold and hungry. It takes an
imagination to look beyond the barriers that we see
society putting up against Christianity and see the holes
through which we can begin to impact the community.

At TDP we’re attempting to engage the
community at the place of their perceived needs. A few
years ago the local school came to us to ask if we would
help launch a breakfast club for the students. Because
the area is so multicultural with many families
unemployed or underemployed, many kids come to
school without having had a nutritious breakfast. So in
consultation with the school, the local community
centre and another area church, we launched a breakfast
club.

Because the program is run cooperatively with
community resources we don’t have the same freedom
to preach the gospel to the kids having breakfast. But
here is where the wisdom of Francis of Assisi comes
into play who said, “Preach the gospel at all times and
when necessary use words.”

The truth is often better heard and seen through
the service of a godly person than through the mouth of
that same person. After all, Jesus said in Matthew
25:35-36; “For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and
you invited me into your home. I was naked, and you
gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. [
was in prison, and you visited me.” And when the
righteous protested and asked when had they done all
these things for Christ, he responded, “I assure you,
when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers
and sisters, you were doing it to me!” (Matt 25:40)

A few years ago there was a group of young
people who went out each Thursday evening to the
downtown core to hand out a hot bowl of chilli to
people in the street. It made enough of an impact that

the local newspaper published their story on the
front page. The headline read, “The Gospel in a
Bowl of Chilli.” I don’t know of how many people
were saved through this youth group’s act of
kindness and service. But I do know that many
people were impacted — both those needing food
and those who watched from the sidelines.

The presence of Jesus and the reputation of
his people were elevated because the church — us
believers — looked outside of our safe four walls and
saw a need in the community that we could help
fulfill. And in stepping outside the safe zone we
brought the presence of Jesus with us into that
service and others — perhaps for the first time ever —
caught a glimpse of who Jesus is today!

Ephesians 1:23 says; “... the church is his
body;, it is filled by Christ, who fills everything
everywhere with his presence.” The church is the
body of Christ. He fills everything, everywhere with
his presence. Why not let it leak out once in a
while? Why would we want to hide him away from
the view of society? Why would we withhold his
presence from being present in our deliberate
interactions within our neighbourhoods?

Society is desperate for a glimpse of true
spirituality, eager to see truth expressed through
caring and friendships. Jesus desires to express
himself through us to our communities. He wants us
not only to see the hurt and need but then to be a
part of the solution.

King Josiah was a young king of Judah who,
although he contributed greatly to seeing moral
reforms happen in the land had this amazing epitaph
written for him in Jeremiah 22: 15b-16; “Why did
your father, Josiah, reign so long? Because he was
just and right in all his dealings. That is why God
blessed him. He made sure that justice and help
were given to the poor and needy, and everything
went well for him. 1sn’t that whatit meansto know
me?" asks the LORD.” (emphasis added)

The church can be a change agent if we are
willing to look to the society into which God has
placed us and ask him to send us — his workers —
into the harvest fields to work alongside of those
who need help, those who need support, those that
need to see the evidence of a living God in us.
Perhaps then our communities will once again value
our presence within their borders and begin looking
to the God whose presence is seen through our love
for his creation — everywhere.



Introducing Our New Trustees
Matt Peters & Darren McClelland

Hi,

My name is Matt Peters and I am one of the new
additions to the makeusholy team. Even though I
was born in Africa I have lived most of my life on
Kitchener. I am married to Sarah and we have two
children (Macy and Grayson). | have been teaching
various primary grades for the last 8 years.

1 My main
motivation for
joining the
makeusholy
team is Gareth.
He has been an
inspiration and
support for me
for most of my
Christian life
and I felt it was
time to support
him more
directly. Ialso wanted to expand my areas of ministry
while continuing to lead worship and work with youth
at Glencairn Mennonite Brethren Church. I am excited
to join the team and look forward to the opportunities
God will provide us.

Hi;

My name is Darren McClelland and I was born and
raised in a non-Christian home in the Tillsonburg/
Aylmer region of Ontario

I developed an interest in drums and drumming early on
— music was my closest friend. After two failed
attempts at college, a failed marriage, and numerous
day-jobs, I ended up working as a drum technician at a
music store in London, still playing in bands and also
teaching drums privately. Being a drum tech/teacher
turned out to be my "trade" for ten years, up to this
present day (I now work in a music store in Cambridge)
and, little did I know, a future ministry.

My friend and former bandmate from the college days
was also my co-worker at this music store. After we had
completed our first album, which we planned to shop

around to record companies, he became a
Christian. I did not see the need for God- the
thought of religion offended me. But my friend
and his wife prayed for me for the next ten years.
He led me to the Lord in the lunchroom at work
during a season of deep fear and desperation.

That was over six years ago. Since then, God
connected me with my wife Sheri (and my stepson
Jordan) at a Bible study, the third time I stepped
into a church as a Christian! I am grateful for
Sheri and Jordan and the life we have together-
God is amazing!

In ministry, God has consistently called me into
worship, discipleship, and pastoring during the
past few years. I had the opportunity to serve in
two churches in London- both with my wife
leading young adult ministries, and myself serving
in worship, teaching, and mentoring musicians. A
pastor's heart is definitely a gift, and [ have a
particular heart for musicians, both in worship,
and in the secular realm (where I work). Last year,
God moved us to Kitchener where I have attended
Heritage College, taking courses in between
ministry responsibilities in our new church family,
Evangel Community Church, ministering to
young adults there and serving on three worship
teams. My goal is full-time worship
pastoring/discipleship.

Though the
challenges
throughout
the years
have been
great, God
has been
faithful to
me and my
family. His
word is at
the centre of
my life and
my passion
is serving him through the teaching of his word,
living the life of a worshiper and discipling his
people. I'm excited to see what God will do in this
coming year and how makeusholy fits into his
plans for me and how I might be able to be of
service to this ministry as well.



GARETH’S ITINERARY

Sept 8 Teach worship leaders at Emmanuel Bible
College, Kitchener, ON
Sept 14-16 Teach at Youth Mission International’s

TREK Discipleship Training School,
Abbotsford, BC

Sept 23-25 Leading worship, preaching, worship seminar
training (with Connie), Leamington
Evangelical Mennonite Mission Church,
Leamington, ON

Sept 28-30 Teach on worship at Harrisburg YES
Discipleship Training School, Harrisburg, PA

Oct 1-2 Lead worship and speak at Community
Mennonite Fellowship, Milton, PA

Oct 3 Lead worship for World Vision’s Day of
praise and prayer (with Connie), Mississauga,
ON

Oct 15 Lead seminar on Worship for Reformed
Church youth, Camp Shalom, Cambridge, ON

Oct 17-21 Speaking at Canadian Mennonite University’s

OuTaTown (CMU’s OTT) Discipleship
School — Site 1 — YMCA Camp, Kananaskis,
AB

Oct 22-23 Worship Seminar and preaching at Grand
Forks Mennonite Brethren Church (with
Connie), Grand Forks, BC

Oct 24-28 Speaking at CMU’s OTT Discipleship School
— Site 2 — (with Connie) Camp Stillwood,
Chilliwack, BC

Nov 2-5 Attending and leading worship workshop at
CoiCom conference, Santa Cruz, Bolivia

Nov 19 Lead worship at small group worship night at
New Hamburg Christian Centre, New
Hamburg, ON

Nov 28-Dec2  Speaking at CMU’s OTT Discipleship School
— Site 3 — Kawkawa Camp & Retreat Centre,

Hope, BC
Mar 24-26 Speaking at Glencairn Youth Retreat in
(2006) Ayr, ON (tentative).

PRAISE and PRAYER

- Praise the Lord! Distribution on Gareth’s book has
exceeded 700 copies!

- Continue to pray for a broader distribution of the
book with many opportunities to expand the
borders of exposure for makeusholy.

- Praise the Lord that Gareth’s health and a good
percentage of his voice has been restored! Keep
praying for complete restoration.

- Praise the Lord for significant ministry
opportunities at Fair Haven’s Family Camp in
August.

- Continue to pray for muh as Gareth, Sue Baker and
Connie Maier (intern) work out the foundations of
a worship internship/discipleship program for Sept
2006.

- To see that happen we also desperately need more
people to join together in contributing to the
needs of muh so that expansion can take place.
Continue to pray for overflowing supply to meet
God’s timing regarding additional staffing.

- Praise the Lord for the way he has kept his promises

in impacting lives through the ministry of muh
beyond personal gifts and abilities.

- Praise the Lord for Matt Peters & Darren

McClelland who have agreed to join the muh
board of Trustees.

- Pray for our finances. This summer was incredibly
slow in finances coming in. We are fully dependant
on God to be the one who moves upon people’s
hearts to give. Would you join us in continuing to
pray for more people to respond to his prompting in
becoming monthly supporters of this ministry?

- Pray for a partner arganizationin the USA through
which we can receipt our USA donors. Our
financial partnership with Mennonite Brethren
Missions and Services International (MBMSI) will
be drawing to a close as of January 2006.

makeusholy
40 stirling avenue north

kitchener, on n2h 3g5

(519) 579-4321 (office)

(519) 579-5652 (fax)

(866) 228-5471 (toll free)

NOTE: NEW email: GIJG@makeusholy.org
website: www.makeusholy.org
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