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WORSHIP: 
Expressed in 
Joyful Giving

Now I want to tell  you, dear
brothers and sisters, what God in

his kindness has done for the
churches in Macedonia. Though

they have been going through
much trouble and hard times,
their wonderful joy and deep

poverty have overflowed in rich
generosity.

For I  can testify that they gave
not only what they could afford
but far more. And they did it of

their own free wil l . They begged
us again and again for the gracious privilege of

sharing in the gift for the Christians in Jerusalem.
Best of all , they went beyond our highest hopes, for
their first action was to dedicate themselves to the
Lord and to us for whatever directions God might

give them.
So we have urged Titus, who encouraged your
giving in the first place, to return to you and
encourage you to complete your share in this

ministry of giving.   (2 Cor. 8:1-6)

Sometimes the everyday gets in the way of our

understanding where God is in our lives. I know,

intellectually, that God provides. Yet I also know

just where we stand at the bank and I am tempted to

believe that God doesn’t really care.

Then I have to sit back and think... how has God

provided our needs?

Let me tell you a short story. 

We were ending our 3 years of ministry in the

central British Columbia town of Williams Lake. In

about a month we would be heading out across the

country to Kitchener, Ontario. Our passion for

ministry had grown in our three years there at

Cariboo Bethel Church and we were anxious about

what this new chapter of God’s leading would bring.

We knew that his call was clear but had only the

outline of what he wanted to accomplish in and

through us there. Our family was growing up. Our

two boys, Chris (10) and Dan (8) were stretching

into their pre-teen years and our daughter, Carine

(4) was as active and animated as ever. 

We had a slight problem. Leaving the farm and

going to seminary had shattered our financial plans.

Gong to seminary for two years didn’t help

strengthen our financial position. Nor did our

associate pastor salary!

Carine, outspoken even at 4, made it crystal

clear that she was not about to sit under a guitar

and cramped between her two brothers all the way

to Ontario. Our Honda Civic was just too small to

pack the family and all the things we needed to take

on a cross-Canada trek.

We had looked around and couldn’t find a

larger car that would fit our budget. We began to

pray that God would provide suitable transportation

for us before we needed to leave. The moving date

was closing in and so we enlisted the prayers of a

few prayer warriors to help bend the ear of God for

this urgent request.

Then God surprised us.

We were sitting in the Dairy Queen with a very

good friend. He had just bought a brand new

Mazda 626. He had slid his keys over the table to

us saying that God had asked him to give us his

car! Not sell us his car or loan us his car -- 
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but give us his car. And there were his keys lying in front of us on

the table at Dairy Queen. “Take them. The car is yours.”

WOW! We were stunned. 

But here’s lesson 1...

To celebrate the generosity and blessing of God, one must

swallow middle class, suburban logic and be willing to accept the

gift. 

So we thanked our friend profusely and gave him back his

keys. To this day we still feel that we have slapped God and God’s

friend in the face. We were too proud and too faithless to trust that

if God had told his son to give away his new car that he would

actually provide something else for him.

So our journey continues...

Five years later, God called us out of youth ministry to follow

him into what eventually became makeusholy ministries. But in

the five months of waiting upon God for clear direction as to

“what” he was calling us to follow him in, I had no job, no income

– only a word from God to wait and not to worry. We had just

purchased a home eight months earlier. Gayle was working part

time as a Teaching Assistant at the University of Waterloo. She

brought in enough money for food and a few extras each month. I

had no idea about where the mortgage payments would come from.

One week into my time of unemployment we received a phone

call from another friend out west. We had not spoken with her for

several years. She said God had prompted her to reconnect with us.

I told her that I knew God was preparing me for something but did

not know what that was as yet, only that I was to wait and not to

worry. She promised to be praying together with us as we waited

on God’s direction.

A week later we received a letter from her. In it she wrote that

as she prayed about what her part was in all this, she felt God

asking her to supply our mortgage payments for one year. In the

envelope were 12 post-dated cheques – each one enough to cover

for the amount of the mortgage, property tax and insurance.

Lesson 2 ...

God does not turn away. He gives us another chance to test his

ability to care for us. And he does it unexpectedly and in ways we

can never imagine on our own – who or how or when he will act.

This time, we were faithful. We have no way of knowing how

God has blessed her (although we did perform a wedding ceremony

for her a few year later – one might surmise...).

Since starting  makeusholy ministries I have had two guitars

given to me through several people’s monetary donations. Each

one was given by people who were not financially well-off. But

each one gave because they knew that they were being asked

by God to do what, humanly speaking,, was a foolish thing to

do. 

A third guitar was given by a friend who, in response to

God’s prompting, gave me his own dearly loved guitar. For

two years, until God asked me to return thay guitar, every time

I played it I was reminded of the incredible way that God

supplies our needs ... sometimes from those who are most

needy. It is a humbling thing to be the recipient of people’s

generosity – especially when it comes in the form of a gift that

is too great for them to afford to give.

Lesson 3 ...

Possessions and money, “things,” have no value or

ownership in God’s family. They are to be used to their

maximum benefit for the glory of God. 

 When I read Paul’s description of the generosity of the

Macedonians in 2 Corinthians 8:1-6, I begin to get a glimpse

of how a worshipper gives extravagantly to the work of the

Kingdom of God. Giving is an act of worship. Especially when

we are asked to give beyond reason – a true sacrifice of praise. 

Three gifts were given generously by the Macedonians.

They gave themselves to God – daring God to use them in

dynamic ways. Then they gave themselves to Paul and Titus –

they offered to partner with Paul and Titus in their missionary

vision in whatever way they required. Finally, they gave a cash

gift to be used in support of the Christians in Jerusalem. The

Message says it wonderfully;

This was totally spontaneous, entirely their  own idea,
and caught us completely off guard. What explains it
was that they had first given themselves unreservedly
to God and to us. The other giving simply flowed out

of the purposes of God working in their li ves. 
(2 Corinthians 8:5)

A worshipper will always find a way to give. 

First, worshippers offer themselves to God. This is not a

one time thing. It is an offering of gratitude in gratefulness of

the cost of our salvation. It places us smack in the middle of

overwhelming grace that has given us life. This is a primary

act of worship – an act of giving. Jesus asks us each day to

take up our cross daily and follow him (Luke 9:23). Our

serving and giving to others is secondary to the initial act of

willingness to give our lives to God. 

Second, worshippers offer themselves to others in service

for the kingdom. This fits into God’s plan of kingdom and

community. God’s children are not independent. They work

together in multiple roles to fulfill the mission and purpose of

God in this world. It’s the ultimate body principal. We are

willing to work alongside each other as a team. 

Sometimes we lose ourselves in the spiritual mindset of

service. We mentally and emotionally articulate willingness to

give everything and are waiting for God to tell us what we are

supposed to do. We forget that God simply expects obedience.

That means our hands and our feet enact what our mind

knows. While that seems simplistic – it’s tough. We “know” a

lot more than we do. 

Service may not be a big thing – it might simply be taking

the time to care about someone by listening to their story, by

sharing a meal with them, by giving them encouragement in a

discouraging time. But it means that we always think about the

needs of others before our own needs. 



Third, worshippers offer gifts of resource that help others. The

distribution of wealth is not and never has been equal. People in

our churches and our communities have different levels of wealth.

Our purpose on earth is not to collect treasures... the treasures we

collect quickly confirm where our heart is. There are many stories

of how people have responded to a need of another person or group

even though their own need was great. And God, somehow, was

able to provide for the deficit in miraculous ways. There is

something miraculous that happens when we give even in our own

need. 

One more story – it’s short.

In the early days of our youth ministry in Kitchener we were

asked to host a mission team of 13 young people over a weekend.

That meant feeding them. Our finances were really low at that time.

In fact, we didn’t have any extra cash. We knew it was right to

have these young people in our home. We just weren’t quite sure

how God would provide the food.

On Friday morning just before Gayle went out to shop, she

checked the mail box. There was an envelope with enough cash to

cover the food cost for the weekend. It was anonymous – without

even a note. We hadn’t told anyone that we needed food that

weekend. 

It’s still hard for me to totally trust God – even as I tell the

stories of his faithfulness, I wonder how  makeusholy will meet

its budget. I wonder how we can grow and move into new areas. 

Let me remind ourselves of one more lesson... 

God knows our needs and promises that he will care for us. 

Let me digress once more to the stunning gift of that Mazda. 

Frankly, I was too embarrassed to take that gift. How would

we explain such an extravagant gift to others in the church? How

would our friend explain to the bank, which had loaned him money

for the car, that the car he was paying off was licensed to and being

driven by someone else in another province? What kind of a

dead-beat provider was I that I couldn’t supply a car for my own

family by our own means? 

There are probably more than 150,187 seminars you can take

to learn how to care for your wealth. And another 34,876 schemes

to help you become wealthy so you have something to care for. I

don’t have the secret to financial security. Frankly, some people

just seem to make money, others seem to know how to give it and

others still know how to use it with very little left over. Wealth is

not democratically distributed and is not distributed in value-based

criteria. 

A good friend of mine, who has supported me and this

ministry financially and prayerfully since the beginning, has often

spoken of the joy he has in giving so that I can do what he could

never do. In that way he is sharing in the joy and fruit of my

ministry along with me and others. I praise the Lord for the many

people who give themselves daily to the Lord and to others so that

they can obediently serve and support those areas that God is

calling them to support... as their act of worship.

An interesting vantage point: wealth has many sides. We are

sons and daughters of a King yet we live as strangers in a world

that does not acknowledge our Father, the King. Therefore, we are

aliens, strangers in our land. We are worshippers in a context that

disdains our God. We each contribute in some way to sharing the

kingdom... God does not use a cookie cutter. He gives principals.

We seek his wisdom to see how those principals fit into our lives. 

Here are some things I try to do to practise the joy of giving:

1. Start like the Macedonians did; give yourself to God daily. I

frequently start my day by a simple prayer saying, “God, I am

yours today. Use me in whatever way you need me.” I

need to be reminded that I am God’s and open to his use

everyday.

2. Learn to serve others joyfully. Go with Nike and “Just do

it.” Sometimes I think that service is really not about

“opening doors” and official roles. We make it much

harder than it should be. Serving one another should be

like breathing. We see a need that we can meet and we

simply do it. 

3. Tithe. A tithe is simply a portion of what you bring into

your household. The Old Testament speaks of several

tithes, the most common being a 10% tithe of your

income. That’s a good place to start. But don’t let the

percentage inhibit or prohibit you from responding to God

in your giving. I encourage you to start with giving

something on a regular basis and being willing to give

extra when there is an extra need that God prompts you

about.

4. Give extravagantly above and beyond. There will always

be needs within the church and community. Be willing to

prayerfully consider where God might be asking you to

give extra – a little or a lot – for the sake of his

Kingdom’s work. This is really about investment. Our

western culture has it a little confused. We see return on

investment as cash – not lives. Think about your

investment portfolio... where is your treasure? 

Gareth’s Book on Worship 
Nears Completion

On June 22 , thirty six present and past mnd uh board members

and local donors enjoyed an exquisite dinner at Golf’s Steak

and Seafood Restaurant in Kitchener, ON. Larry Neufeld of

Barefoot Creative presented  6 concepts for the cover of

Gareth’s book on worship. Although the title and cover are not

yet completely agreed upon, we thought it would be interesting

to present a potential cover and title to our HeartCore

newsletter readers as a teaser for the soon completion of

Gareth’s book.

The book is now in

its initial editing

mode and we are

aiming to have it

completed for

Christmas. We

encourage you to

keep us in prayer as

we work diligently to

complete this

project. If you can

assist us in its

production costs,

please do let us

know. Thanks for

your prayers and

encouragement along

the way!
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To date, makeusholy still has some open schedule

for the spring and fall months. If there are ways in

which we can provide a service for you please don’t

hesitate to call the office or e-mail a request to us.

Thank you!

heartcore
makeusholy

40 stirling avenue north
kitchener, on   n2h 3g5
(519) 579-4321 (office)
(519) 579-5652    ( fax)

(866) 228-5471 (toll free)
gareth@makeusholy.org

website: www.makeusholy.org

GARETH’S  ITINERARY

Aug 27-28 Perform marriage ceremony for Mike Chase and

Jennifer Golem in Waterloo, ON

Sept 8-11 Teach at Outttown School of Discipleship Site 1,

Camp Arnes, MB

Sept 12 Preach at Shoal Lake Baptist Church with worship

team seminar in the afternoon. Shoal Lake, MB

Sept 13-14 Teach at Outttown School of Discipleship Site 3,

Wilderness Edge, MB

Sept 17-19 Worship Seminar, preaching and worship leading at

Living Hope Community Church, Lancaster, PA 

Sep 19-21 Teach on worship for YES Discipleship Training

School, Harrisburg, PA 

Sep 22-24 Teach on worship for YMI TREK, Abbotsford, BC

Sept 26-30 Teach at Outttown School of Discipleship Site 2,

Camp Nutemec, MB

Oct 16-17 Worship Seminar for St Anne’s Community Church,

lead worship and preach. St Anne’s, ON

Oct 22-26 Maple View Mennonite Church -- Speaker/worship

leader for Renewal meetings, Wellesley, ON

Nov 13-14 Worship Team Seminar, Worship evening and

Preaching on Sunday, Evangelical Missionary

Church, Listowel, ON

HOLD THIS DATE OPEN!

Nov 28 makeusholy’s 10 year anniversary
worship celebration event! Waterloo MB
Church. 

PRAISE and PRAYER

- Praise the Lord! The first draft of Gareth’s book is

completed! Now comes the editing! Praise the Lord for his

faithfulness to this point. But there still are many hours of

hard work left. Pray that God will give Gayle the time and

determination she needs to work on the first edit. We are

aiming to have the book ready to publish sometime this

fall– hopefully in time for Christmas. Keep praying for us

in this process.

- Pray for the necessary funds to cover the publishing costs

of the book.

- This September and October are very busy for Gareth.

Pray for energy and diligence in his preparations.

- Praise the Lord for a wonderful 10  year anniversaryth

celebration this past June. Praise the Lord for the many

faithful partners who have supported and prayed for this

ministry over the past ten years

- Pray for a outpouring of finances for this summer and fall

season. Prayerfully consider how God might want you to

give in this season. (Please prayerfully read the

accompanying letter).

- Pray also that God would help to open up hearts of more

people to join together in contributing to the needs of

muh. Continue to pray for overflowing supply to meet

God’s timing regarding additional staffing.
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