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Only when we
realize that we
have nothing
worthy of his
presence can

we ultimately
understand
his
unconditional
acceptance.

Extravagant Worship

Now one of the Pharisees itedl Jesus to have |
dinner with him, so he wert to the Pharisee's
house and realed at he table37 When a
woman who hadvied a siful life in that bwn
learned that Jesus vas eatirg at the Pharisee's
house, she brought an alabastar pf perfume,
38 and as she stood behind him at leistf
weeping, she began to wet hegf with her
tears. Then she wipedam with her hair, kied

them and poured perfume on them. 39 Whem_—_. :
the Pharige who had invétd him saw tlsi, he

Gareth baptising S

said to hinself, "f thisman were a prophehe
would know who isouching him and what kd

Pacific Ocean at Monterico Beach, Guatem ala

of woman she is--tlat she is a sinar.”
Luke 7:36-39

Over the past 16 years | have attempted to discover
as much aspossibleabout living alife of worship —
giving Jesus my life in devotion to him both within
the confines of a Sunday morning church service and
throughout the daily activities of living. | have
desired to live, not just asa worshipper of him, but
as an extravagant worshipper.

| have attended conferences, seminars and
workshops that have given me the op portunity to
experience and experiment different ways of
expressing my worship. | have searched and found
powerful, anointed songs by gifted musicians that
have drawn me towards my goal of extending
extravagant worship to Jesus — corporately and
privately. | have discovered principlesof daily living
that have opened my heart to worship Him within
the simplicity of everyday occurrences | have read
valuable books and resources that have helped to
broaden my perspectives on who God isand who |
am before him.

All these things have been immensely helpful
towards learning to live as an extravagant
worshipper.

And yet!

And yet, extravagant worship isn’tfound in any
of these things.

There is no program or event that will guarantee
an extravagant, responsive heart of worship from
abeliever. There is no specially “anointed” song
or “gifted” musician that can draw our hearts to
change direction and devotion on a daily basis.
There is no training program or conference that
will arrest our lives and cause usto live as an
extravagant offering to Jesus.

Certainly all these things can be helpful in
drawing out a hunger from deep within us. But,
in reality, none of these will “work” in every case
for every person. In fact, all of these wonderful
thingsbest function withinthe framework of
something else. Something much more basc.

The woman who came to Jesus while he was
eating at Simon’s house did not come as an
invited gued. She did not come to eat together
with him and learn from him. She was not there
in order to be noticed, appreciated or forgiven.
She was there to pour out her love, her life, her



resources upon the man
who was worthy to receive
it. She came with no
guarantee that her worship
would be accepted, no
foreknowledge of what
Jesus might say or do. She
came only knowing that
she had nothing else to
loose, nowhere else to turn
and noone else in which to
hope.

Only when we come to the
realization that we have
nothing more to loose but
everythingto gain do we
willingy expend ourselves
for the One who can make
those changes that are
needed in us.

Only when we come
humbly offering who we
are will wereally
understand who heis
making us to be.

Gareth and Sod Site 2 leaders in central
park in Antigua, Guatemala with Juan, a
Guatemalan merchant of carpets.

Only when we realize that
we have nothing worthy of
his presence can we ultimately understand his unconditional acceptance.

Simon didn’t understand. He had offered Jesus the essence of hospitality
without humility of it. He had provided food and drink around his table
without first welcoming Jesus as he would have a friend or family — providing
the essentials of a homecoming.

Simon didn’t offer Jesus w hat should have been rightfully expected of a guest.
And so he doesn’t understand how Jesus, if he really were a prophet, would
allow himself to be touched by this evil woman. But Jesus informs him that
this woman has done for him freely that which Simon had withheld. And he
explains to Simon: “... her many dns have been forgiven--for she loved much.
But he who has been forgiven little loves little" (Luke 7:47). She was able to
love much because she understood how much she was forgiven.

Part of the problem of giving Jesus an extravagarnt offering of worship is that
we tend to forget how much we have been forgiven. And so, often the love we
extend to him is more the love of afriend than it is of a Saviour. Remembering
how much Jesus HA D to suffer for usis acrucial ingredient for us to
undergand how much weneed him.

As| live my life as a diiple of Jesus its easy to become secure in my own
goodness — my own sense of having lived afairly godly life — most times. And
it becomes easy to come to Jesus as my “buddy” and forget that apart from his
sacrifice | was, and still would be, dead in my sin! Yes, Jesusisafriend but he
is also the Lord of the Universe. Extravagant worship comes out of a heart that
begins to understand the depths of a Love that would extend itself from the
heavens to an undeserved person. A Love thatlongs for relationship with me!

A Lovethat carried my sin and covers it
everyday with the sacrifice of his blood.

How could | withhold my love from such an
extravagant Giver? How could | do anything but
worship? How could | be anywhere but in the
place of devotion to my Lord?

When Jesus came to visit Mary and Marthain
their home (Luke 10:38-42) Mary did what was
culturally offensive — she sat at Jesus’ feet
listening to him. M artha did what was culturally
expected — she went to serve. | often wondered
why Mary was able to do that even though
society and her siger frowned upon that act?

What | finally found was one verse in John 11:2
“This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick,
was the same one who poured perfume on the
Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.” And
finally I understood! Mary was the woman who
came, uninvited, to Simon’s house that day. She
was the woman who was know in the community
as “asinner.” Sheis the one Jesusdeclared to be
forgiven. No wonder she had to be a Jesus’ feet!
She had been forgiven SO much! How could she
be anywhere but at her Master’ s feet? She had
been forgiven much — extravagantly — and her
worship was given extravagantly.

The depth of our extravagance in worship is
often areflection of the realization of the gift we
have been freely given in Christ Jesus. Ask God
to reveal the depth of his sacrifice for you. And
be willing to sit at his feet, pouring out your love
and devotion in extravagant worship for his
unmeasur able gift.

Here are a few thoughts I’ ve had and some things

| do to help me worship extravagantly:

- Don't fill your life with activities that are
only outward demonstrationsof alife of
worship (getting the latest worship CDs,
going to conferences and seminars, etc.).
Remember that extrav agant worshipisn't
about methods or events or productsit is
about a love relationship with the lover of
your soul.

- Ask God do remind you of how much he has
forgiven you.

- Ask God to remind you of his love often as
you go through your day.

- Meditate on his Word and on his character.
Invite him to create in you those same
characteristics.



Ministry and Spanish Studies
down in Guatemala

| arrived home
from Guatemal a,
February 22
after spending
one monthin
Guatemala. Two
weeks were
spent on my own
in Spanish
language study.
For 6 hours a
day, | studied
Spanish
grammar (and |
never did know
English grammar
that well)l My
teacher, Katia,
was an
evangelical
Christian and

Gareth with his Spanish teacher, Katia,
overlooking the city of Antigua, G uate mala

very helpful in learning, not only Spanish grammar, but also
including readings from the Spanish Bible and Spanish Bible

|essons.

Following the two weeks, The School of Discipleship (SoD)
students arrived in Antigua. T he following two and a half
weeks were spent studying Spanish for four hours in the
mornings only (the same time as the SoD students were in
class). The remainder of the time allowed for time to be an
encouragement to the 8 SoD |eaders as well as having
opportunity to connect with many of the students.

God has been doing some wonderful things in many of the
students lives. W hat a privilege to be a part of that growth

process with them!

New!

DVD from Jon Buller

Featuring:

Hear the Music - LIVE

B Filmed last Jupe at Calvary Temple . _

Now Available an

hear:._
musi

SRS S 2kt
SoD leaders; Heath, Susie, Margorie, Lance, Sheri,
Ruth and Foorte enjoying a supper together in Antigua,

A significant honour for me was the privilege | had in
baptising Debbie Carlin in the Pacific Ocean! She was a young
girl who had come to SoD hoping to meet God in a more
dynamic way. Through the instructors, leaders and
participants, she found the strength she needed to grow and to
make some life-changing decisions.

We had a celebration service with other students sharing
encouragements and scriptures, singing songs and rejoicing in
the decision for baptism that Debbie had made. Praise the Lord
for his encouragements along the way!

COMING THIS
SPRING!

A New Way
To Make Your
Donation

As we have grown as a ministry these past 9 yearswe have
tried to make the process of giving as easy as possible. A year
and a half ago we introduced the option of donating through
automatic debit for Canadian donors (we ho pe that we will
soon be able to offer that to our USA donors as well).

Later this spring we will be able to offer the option of donating
to muh through the use of your MasterCard credit card.
Donations can be made to the ministry through an automatic
deductionfrom your credit card (at the first itwill only be
available with M asterCard but in the future we hope to make it
available to V ISA users as well).

If you collect AirMiles on your MasterCard this can also be a
great way to give and receive! Please e-mail or call theoffice
if you would like to use this method of donating to muh and
we will bein contact with you when it is fully in place.



GARETH'S ITINERARY

Mar 5-9 Speaker at Y outh Mission Int'| TREK
program and other college ministry
events in Abbotsford, BC

Mar 28-29 Plenary speaker and workshop presenter
at The Artsin Worship Niagara
Conferencein St Catharines, ON

Apr 11-19 Speaking and worship leading at Y M|
bilingual SOAR Easter outreach,
Mexico

Apr 25-27  Youth Conferencein Virginia
(tentative)

May 8-14  YMI —May ACTION trainingfor
Waterloo Mennonite Brethren Church
College and Career group, Waterloo,
ON

May 30-Jun 1 Worship Team training weekend
with Richmond Hill Chinese Baptist
Church, Richmond Hill, ON

Jul 1-5 Sigueme Worship Leadersretreat, San
Jose, Costa Rica (tentative)

Aug 4-8 Speaking at Vineyard Worship
Conference in Mexico City, Mexico

(postponed)

Sept 8-20  SOD 2003/04 orientation (tentative
dates)

Sept 23-27 CoiCom Conference in Guayaquil,
Ecuador

You can view tis Newsletter in colou
(and the previousamo) on the website at
www.makeushglorg/hartcorehtml.

PRAISE and PRAYER

- Praise the Lord for the month of fruitful language

study and ministry that Gareth had in Guatemala
during the month of February.

- Praise the Lord for health, strength and wisdom God

provided Gareth ashe touched base with many
young people serving with SOD (School of
Discipleship) down in Guatemala.

- Please continue to pray with themuh trustee board

as they discern direction for muh in the new year.
In particular, continue praying for clarity regarding
potential expansion of the staff. We want to advance
only if God’'shand isin it. Pray with us. We want to
know his desire and his direction.

- Continue to pray for consistence in Gareth’s

personal time with the Lord and his Word each day.
Pray for revelation and indght personally and for
the mi nistry.

- Pray for protection and provision for Gareth’s

family.

- Pray for a time of rest for Gareth -- spiritually,

emotionally and physically. Andalso for wisdom
not to over extend himself with heavy scheduling.

- Pray for clarity asGareth seeks to write an outline of

what will hopefully become a book on the ever
changing heart of aworshipper.

- Continue to pray for wisdom in discerning one more

board members for the near future.

- Praise the Lord for his financial provisionsto muh

this winter including the donation of desktop and
laptop computers and a Palm organizer.

If you would like makeusholy to minister in your area
please contact Gareth at the following addresses;

makeusholy

40 stirling avenue north
kitchener, on n2h 3g5

(519) 579-4321 (office)

(519) 579-5652  (fax)

(866) 228-5471 (toll free)
gareth@makeusholy.org
website: www.makeusholy.org




