s score

makeusholy newsletter winter 2003-04 volume ten number three

Prophetic Encouragement:
Strengthening, Encouraging,
Comforting

Let love be your highest goal, but also desire the
special abilities the Spirit gives, especially the
gift of prophecy. For if your gift is the ability to
speak in tongues, you will be talking to God but
not to people, since they won't be able to
understand you. You will be speaking by the

power of the Spirit but it will all be mysterious.

But one who prophesies is helping others grow in

the Lord, encouraging and comforting them.
(1 Cor 14:1-3)

Canadian Mennonite University’s “Outtatown”
Discipleship School students participating in a
prophetic encouragement exercise, Hope, BC

Paul understood the conflicts and rivalries that

Spiritual gifts

that build up
the Body

are of primary
importance.
And prophecy,

Paul says,
helps others
to grow in the
Lord through
encouraging,
comforting
and
strengthening.

would grow in the church as members competed
with each other using their spiritual gifts. For the
spiritual gifts to truly impact the church, love
must be the Christian’s highest goal. Without love
there is competition, comparison and conflict as
Christians use their gifts. 1 Corinthians 13 is the
classic “LOVE” passage:

Love is patient. Love is kind. Love is never
jealous, boastful, proud or rude. Love never
demands its own way. Love is not irritable,
keeps no record of wrongs, never rejoices in
injustice. Love celebrates the truth. Love never
gives up. Love never loses faith and is always
hopeful. Love supersedes all. Love endures all
and will last forever (1 Cor 13:4-8a).

Without love, all spiritual gifts and abilities can be
sidetracked into being evidence of achievement,
expertise, maturity or spiritual authority. Without
love they can become that which tears apart the

church rather than that which strengthens the church.

Paul understands this principle well. As a Pharisee
he lived in an environment of pride of achievement.
By the time Jesus came to earth, the Pharisees had
lost sight of God’s love and become entrenched in
the pedantics of the law.

The law took precedence over loving people.

In 1 Corinthians 12-14 he lays out a framework
of understanding what spiritual gifts are all about
interspersed with a full chapter dedicated to
highlighting love. Love is the one thing that will
keep the church moving forward with all that
God has provided for them.

In chapter 14 Paul highlights two gifts that he
desires everyone in the church to have and use:
tongues and prophecy. He prioritizes prophecy,
not because he believes that tongues are less
desirable but because tongues encourage and
build up the individual (unless interpreted for the
body), whereas prophecy encourages and builds
up the whole body.

As we read through Paul’s epistles, we need to
remember that they are written primarily to
encourage, strengthen and build up these
growing new churches. Paul was called by God
to be the mentor for the new Christian
communities that spread like wild fire throughout
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Gareth teaching students at CMU’s “Outtatown” Discipleship
School, Canmore, AB

Jerusalem, Judea and beyond. Paul purposely focuses his teaching
on that which builds the community. Prophecy, he writes, helps
others to grow in the Lord, encourages and comforts them (v. 3).
Prophecy, like all gifts, is to be desired along with those gifts that
help to build up the church (v.12).

I believe that most of us who have given our lives to Jesus and
received his indwelling Spirit upon conversion have heard the
voice of the Spirit from time to time. We don’t always hear His
voice in the same way and different people have different
experiences of hearing his voice.

Christian friends have told me of times when they have been woken
up in the middle of the night with someone’s name coming to mind
and a sense that they needed to pray for them. Later they have
found out that the person they prayed for was indeed in need of
prayer at that time. God used their obedience to pray in an hour of
need to build up, strengthen, encourage and help them during an
important or difficult time in their lives.

Others have mentioned to me that they have received a personal
visit, phone call, letter or e-mail from a Christian friend who just
“felt” the need to encourage you at that particular time. The result
was — you were encouraged! Built up! Strengthened in your
spiritual walk with the Lord!

Others tell of times they have received a personal visit, phone call,
letter or e-mail from a Christian friend who just “felt” the need to

encourage them at that particular time. Wow! That little voice that
seemed so simple brings encouragement and courage to those who
need it. We all are built up and strengthened in our spiritual walk!

Still others remember occasions that a scripture verse “jumped out”
at them and they knew they needed to share it with a friend for their
encouragement. Each of these incidents are prophetic
encouragements. It’s not a complicated dramatic, once-in-a-life
time moment but simply a process of listening to God and

responding to others. In Romans, Paul calls Christians a
“living and holy sacrifice” (Rom 12:1). We give our lives to
God to use for his purpose. We allow him to interrupt our
daily routine for purposes that he might want to use us in so
as to encourage others.

Listening is a part of the worship process: “us to him — him
to us — us to others.” We listen for what God might want to
say to us and to others. As we listen and learn to hear his
voice we begin to become more aware of what he wants to
say and do. He makes us aware of what ours and other’s
needs really are. When we listen to His voice He will
sometimes prompt us to perform an act of service or
kindness for another person, to speak to and encourage a
fellow believer or to be the voice, hands and feet of Christ in
society.

When I teach at a variety of Discipleship Schools in Canada
and the USA, I often do an exercise in prophetic
encouragement. The class is divided up into pairs. We then
take 5-10 minutes of silence asking God to use us to speak a
word of encouragement to our partner.

After the silence the partners turn to each other and share
what they sensed God saying to them.

For those who didn’t sense God giving them anything to
share, I suggest that they just encourage their partner with
what they already know about them. Sometimes, when they
begin to encourage others in that way — even when they
didn’t sense God saying anything specific prior — God
begins to enhance their encouragement with additional
information as they speak. And it changes from being just a
natural encouragement (which we need to be doing
anyways) to a prophetic encouragement.

And even when something supernatural doesn’t happen —
people still receive a blessing from a simple heartfelt
encouragement — “I think your voice is a wonderful gift that
I see you using to glorify God. Thank you!”

Recently I was out in mid-western Canada working with a
Discipleship School. God did some awesome things one
evening with the students and leaders during a worship time.
We had an amazing worship and ministry time and many of
the students experienced God touch them in a deeper way.
They prayed for each other and confessed their sins — they
became the church!

One girl was looking completely lost and discouraged. I
went and asked her how she was doing. She said, “I'm
okay.” I shook my head and said, “No you’re not!” And she
welled up with tears.

The Lord gave me a bit of insight and three words that
described her condition - fear, confusion and guilt. She
broke down crying saying that she didn’t know how to hear
God or feel Him and He just never seemed anything real to



her at all. She also said that she was dealing with some stuff that
she just wasn’t yet ready to talk with anyone about but really
needed to hear from God on it. I prayed with her and told her that
sometimes we limit God’s communication with us according to
how we think that others experience His voice. I said that
sometimes God speaks to us through events and occurrences that
might seem coincidental at first but, often, it is God wanting to
encourage us with His presence.

The following
morning she had
gone out for a
run at 6:30 in the
morning and a
fawn had run out
onto the road,
stopped, looked
at her and then
bounded off into
the woods. She
hadn’t thought
much about it
initially but then remembered our conversation the evening before.
She stopped running and looked back to where the deer had been —
hoping to get another look at it. What she saw was, at the side of
the road where the deer had crossed, a large sign made up of stones
writing the word FREEDOM in bold letters. She broke down
weeping knowing that God had spoken to her through the deer and
the sign — indicating that there was freedom that God wanted to
bring to her. Awesome!

Prophetic encouragement builds up the body, encourages and
strengthens the body. And it honours the Lord.

Here are some ideas to get you started in prophetic encouragement.

1. Start with a prayer asking God to bring to mind someone whom
he would want you to encourage this week.

2. Ask the Lord to bring something specific to mind that could be
an encouragement for this individual.

a. It might be a verse or two of Scripture. You might not even
know what significance — if any — it has. If it is a word of
encouragement from God for the other person it will be
encouraging without any additional editorial comments.

b. It may be a Scripture with a bit of explanation that comes
with it. If there is to be a bit of a commentary,
interpretation or application of the scripture that needs to
be added, allow God to reveal it to you. Don’t try and
“come up with” a plausible explanation just to fill out the
encouragement.

c. It may be a picture or mental image that represents
something you know about the person and fits with that
which would encourage them. Or it might not! Yet God can
still use it to speak into the other person’s life.

d. It might be a song or poem that comes to mind.

e. It may simply be an act or activity you witnessed them
doing that God reminds you of as you pray.

f. It may be an act of service that God is prompting you to
perform for them: providing free child careso the parents

can enjoy an evening out; helping to clean their
home; etc.

3. Meet with the person face to face or call them on the
phone or e-mail or write a letter. Encouragement can
come in a variety of ways.

4. Stay away from saying, “Thus saith the Lord!” or other
phrases that make you sound more holy. I believe it is
better to be honest in your communication by saying, “As
I was asking God who he would want me to encourage,
your name came to mind. And as I prayed for you God
reminded me of this or that — or God brought to my mind
this scripture (picture, song, etc) which I believe he
wants to use to encourage you today.”

5. Pray for the person. Even if what you sensed God
bringing to mind was completely wrong — or didn’t seem
to connect in any way with the person — prayer is always
something that will encourage. And that is the goal of the
gift of prophecy — to encourage, build up and strengthen
the body.

6. Do it again. And again.

Manitoba Family Leaves Farm
for Mission in Paraguay
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Andrew & Mary Reimer with Gareth at The Mark
Centre in Abbotsford, BC

Andrew and Mary Reimer and their two children,
Quinten and Shyanne, are on a year long mission’s trip with
Youth Mission International’s TREK program to Paraguay.
Andrew has been farming for a number of years in
Manitoba. Two summers ago he came with a bunch of his
church’s youth to do a ministry outreach into Renosa,
Mexico. Now, just two years later they’re following God’s
prompting, leaving the farm (for now) and making
themselves available to for the Lord to use in Paraguay.
Gareth caught up with them and their ongoing story of
following the Leader while he was in Abbotsford teaching at
the YMI TREK discipleship school this past October. Here
are their words:



“Two years ago in July while on a Soar program with
YMI in Mexico we meet Gareth. Near the end of our
assignment Gareth said he believed that we would meet
somewhere in the ministry again. He shared his personal story
on how God called him away from his farm and it really spoke
to us. This summer we ran into two other people who shared a
similar story of leaving their farm to pursue God's will for their
lives. Again God used their stories to challenge us. As we
prayerfully considered what this meant for us we realized that
God wanted us to leave our farm behind and our lives for
another purpose.

“We currently have rented out and sold what we could.
Andrew's father is taking care of what's left on the farm. As we
sought for direction God opened all the doors for us to go on a
10 month mission trip with YMI TREK program. We, as a
family, decided to follow God's leading. We look forward to
seeing what God has in store for our future when we return
from Paraguay in June 2004. Please pray with us about our
future.

“Thank you, Gareth, for speaking out in obedience as the
Spirit led you. Our lives will never be the same again.”

Praise the Lord that he uses our simple stories and words of
encouragement to help further encourage a call he is putting on
people’s lives.

GARETH’S ITINERARY

Dec 22 makeusholy Christmas Open House at Gareth and
Gayle Goossen’s house - 40 Stirling Avenue North from
7-10pm, Monday evening.

. If you happen to be in the area why
Christmas not drop over between 7-10pm. Let us
Open thank you for your support over the past
year and give you an opportunity to make
House a year end donation.

Jan 26-27 Eden High School’s “Take Flight” missions
program training on worship and cross cultural
sensitivity and sensibility, Cross Roads Bible
Camp, Gravenhurst, ON

Feb 1-2 Teaching at Youth Mission International’s
TREK Discipleship School, Abbostford, BC

PRAISE and PRAYER

- We have added Sue Baker as our administrative assistant
on a part time basis. Sue has served as Trustee Board
member for makeusholy and as treasurer for the past 3
years. Praise the Lord for her willingness to come on board
with us.

- Also we are please to have Renita Dueckman volunteering
a morning a week to enter data into makeusholy’s
worship music database.

- As noted previously, we have come to believe that God’s
desire is for us to expand the ministry through the addition
of other staff. What we need now is a sense of timing —
when this needs to happen — full time/part time — how to go
about raising the necessary funds for it, etc. Please continue
praying with us in this process. We want to know his
direction and timing.

- Gareth’s book is growing! He’s almost half-way there!
Praise the Lord for his faithfulness to this point. There are
many hours of hard work left — Pray that God give Gareth
insight to complete the book. We hope to publish the book
this summer in celebration of makeusholy’s 10"
anniversary. Keep praying for diligence in writing.

- Pray for protection and provision for Gareth’s family.

- Pray for Gareth as he studies Spanish again while
ministering with the Outtatown Discipleship School students
in Guatemala this February. Pray for diligence, effectiveness
and safety.

- Praise the Lord for his financial provisions to muh in the
past. This summer was very slow, financially, and although
the fall picked up somewhat we are still below where we
were last year at this time. Please prayerfully consider how
God might want you to give in this season. Pray also that
God would help to open up hearts of more people to join
together in contributing to the needs of muh. Continue to
pray for overflowing supply to meet God’s timing regarding
additional staffing.

To date, makeusholy has an open schedule for the
spring and summer months (mid March to late June). If
there are ways in which we can provide a service for you
please don’t hesitate to call the office or e-mail a request
to us. Thank you!

Feb 5-27 On-Site Pastor for Outtatown students and
participating with the Antigua portion of
Adventure for the Soul Tour — Anitgua,
Guatemala

Feb 28-29 Doing a Worship Workshop weekend in
Jaguar Creek, Belize

Mar 8-10 Teaching at Youth Evangelism Service (YES)
Discipleship School, Harrisburg, PA
(tentative).

makeusholy
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